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SAFEGUARD LIBRARY 
INTERESTS 
The international situation is certain to 
absorb a large measure of production and 
manpower for defense over a period of years 
and will inevitably curtail l ibrary develop-
ments. The role of college libraries in civil-
ian defense and government financed proj-
ects will be largely dictated by top college 
administrators, but all A.C.R.L. members 
should be considering steps which the Asso-
ciation should take to safeguard library in-
terests. Flexible s tandards should be pre-
pared to resist ill-considered slashes in book 
budgets and salaries. A.C.R.L. should study 
and publicize conditions under which irre-
placeable collections should, and should not, 
be dispersed for protection against enemy 
action. Other fields for consideration are 
stockpiling for postwar distribution to devas-
tated libraries, and ensuring that govern-
ment instructional and research programs 
provide funds for books. 
Members should carefully consider other 
possible fields for A.C.R.L. action and for-
ward suggestions to: 
A.L.A. Headquarters 
50 E. Huron St. Chicago 11, 111. 
Q U A L I T 
LIBRARY BINDING 
c o m b i n e d w i t h 
PROMPT SERVICE 
Just mail a postal card 
and our Representative 
wiH call immediately 
M 
The HECKMAN BINDERY, Inc. 
N O R T H M A N C H E S T E R . I N D I A N A 
NEW AID 
TO RESEARCH . . . 
CofdoWvoL* 
PHOTO-COPIER 
N E W INVENTION—People engaged in re-
search have long needed an inexpensive, port-
able photocopier which could be operated by 
an individual. Such a device is the "Contoura," 
invented by Frederic G. Ludwig, head of the 
Photographic Department of the Yale Univer-
sity Library. 
C O P Y A N Y T H I N G , A N Y W H E R E — T h e "Con-
toura" authenticates your findings, will copy 
anything written, printed or drawn in any 
color of ink, pencil or crayon. Boole pages pre-
sent no problem—a pneumatic cushion con-
forms the photographic paper to the contour 
of even tightly bound volumes. It's so light 
(approx. 4 lbs.) and compact, the "Contoura" 
can be carried in a briefcase! 
SAVE TIME A N D MONEY—The "Contoura" 
saves you time, work and expense—eliminates 
the need for costly photostats and hours of 
longhand copying. A copy of an average 
book page costs only 
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F. G. LUDWIG ASSOCIATES 
# 3 Pease Rd., Woodbridge, Conn. 
New reference books from FUNK & W A G N A L L S 
Volume II now ready 
FUNK & WAGNALLS 
STANDARD DICTIONARY OF 
FOLKLORE MYTHOLOGY and LEGEND 
edited by Maria Leach 
VOLUME I I ( J - Z ) completes this dict ionary which has been 13 years in t he making. More contr ibutors have been added and the new 
articles include such subjects as : jazz; music and dance ; folklore of 
Jesus ; liars and lying tales; lullabies; phall ism and phallic dances; Penn-
sylvania Du tch folklore; r iddles; Semit ic folklore; Slavic folklore and 
mythology; tongue twisters. About 8,000 entries. November 15 
Volume I and Volume II Boxed $15.00 
Purehated separately $7.50 apiece 
(Circular available for imprint) 
THE OPDYKE LEXICON 
of word selection 
by John Baker Opdyke 
A SUPERLATIVE desk and reference book for speakers, writers, executives, sec-retaries, i t has i l lustrat ive examples in full text and complete index, I t 
gives t he origin, history and evolution of 12,000 English words, which a re 
habi tual ly misused. A model for vocabulary building, the book suggests a l terna-
t ives to help the reader get all there is out of a word and its near-synonyms. 
November 20, $5.00 
THE DIPLOMATIC YEARBOOK 
by the editors of United Nations World Magazine 
ABSOLUTELY essential for all reference . l ibraries, government offices, news 
writers, export offices and anyone con-
cerned with the diplomat ic corps. Gives 
names, addresses, offices, te lephone n u m -
bers and other specialized da ta for all 
world d ip lomats ; an index of 10,000 
names; plus a section on Diplomacy in 
Action by 10 internat ional authori t ies . 
Over 800 pages. A United Nations World 
Book. October, $20.00 
Now Ready 
PREPARED b y 21 e x p e r t s ; i t covers more than 300 
fields; i l lustrated wi th 46 of 
the year 's best h u m a n in -
terest pictures. $6.00 
Newsweek's 
HISTORY 
THE COMPOUNDING AND HYPHEN OF OUR TIMES 
ATI ON OF ENGLISH WORDS Volume I 
by Alice Morton Ball Covering Events of 1949 
AREFERENCE book tor those who work with the English language. I t properly supple-
ments all dictionaries, l isting over 25,000 Eng-
lish words alphabetical ly, showing whether 
hyphena ted or no t ; also a clarified set of rules 
for hyphena t ing and compounding, and a list 
of two-word phrases explaining rules or usage. 
256 pages. Ocfober 25, $4.00 





here's more than one reason why more Libraries choose 
VIRGINIA METAL PRODUCTS 
The design and the metal requirements of the book-
stacks in the United States Supreme Court Library 
were of a very special nature. VMP's vast experience 
in the bookstack field enabled them to furnish a 
finished installation suitable for the monumental 
beauty of this building. 
Whether the installation is of this special nature 
or whether it is a highly technical matter, such as 
the structural use of VMP's bookstacks, the ad-
y visability of a book conveyor, the selection of suit-
able partitions for offices, seminars and reading 
rooms, or a matter of selecting and positioning a few 
sections of shelves—VMP's Library advisory service 
is freely available to Architects and Librarians 
without obligation. 
Write for FREE Library Products Catalogue today 
VIRGINIA METAL PRODUCTS CORPORATION 
BOOKSTACK DIVISION: ORANGE, VIRGINIA 
BOOKSTACKS * ACCESSORIES • BOOK CONVEYORS • STUDY CARRELS • MOBILWALLS • MOBILRAILS • METAL DOORS 
YOU CAN D E P E N D ON 
STECHERT-HAFNER 
for prompt, efficient attention 
to all orders 
l a r g e or s m a l l 
B o o k s or P e r i o d i c a l s 
f o r e i g n or d o m e s t i c 
n e w or s e c o n d - h a n d 
• * * * 
s t e c h e r t - i i a f n e k , i n c . 
Founded in New York 1 8 7 2 
31 East Tenth Street New York 3, N.Y. 
B R A N C H E S : 
Paris - London - Stuttgart (West. Zones) - Leipzig (East. Zone) 
